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may lead to different emotional responses to ethnic 
in-group and out-group members such that people show 
exaggerated affective responses to ethnic in-group 
members but not to pictures of ethnic out-group mem-
bers[12].  

To investigate whether distinct neurocognitive proc-
esses engage in the asymmetric cognitive representation 
of ethnic in-group and out-group faces, we recorded ERPs 
from Han1) Chinese when they responded to orientations 
of ethnic in-group (Han Chinese) and out-group (Uygur2) 
Chinese) faces that had been primed with positive or 
negative affective links using video clips in which the 
face owners behaved aggressively or amicably towards 
observers. We examined whether the affective link prim-
ing, which induced individuation of target faces in terms 
of positive or negative attitudes, modulates neural activity 
underlying the processing of ethnic in-group or out-group 
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